THE MAN

to old; I believe age  will Mp him to be taken
seriously, not because he will be more serious, but
because even the light-minded may then perceive,
aided by such marginal notes  as Time adds, the
essential quality of the naaim,   And it will be said
of him then, as it can be said now, though it is
less likely to be, that he offers the spectacle of a
good citizen, trying to leave a, better social con-
dition than he found; and in this lite unto Car-
lyle, Ruskin, William Morris,    He has said that
he deemed his life belonged t;o the community, and
he has lived up to that pronunciamento.    In re-
fusing a newspaper Interview, George Meredith
declared that the public had no right to Ms pri-
vate affairs, except that he " be reputedly a good
citizen.'*    This has  also Ibeen Shaw's   attitude,
however much his career, superficially regarded,
may appear to differ from the Box Hill magician.
Privately, he has preserved the obscurity of good
taste: publicly, he has done *iU in his power to
exploit himself for the sake of his message.   The
Fabian essayist as suck, could never win a gen-
eral audience: the author of "Candida," " Fanny's
First Play,'* and the Prefaces could !

The Shaw of the early essays, the fiction andfi
